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Washington DC

HEALING A NATION WITH PICTURES, NOTES AND TEDDY BEARS: MEMENTOS
LEFT AT VIETNAM MEMORIAL NOW AT SMITHSONIAN. Like flowers left on a grave
or photographs of a departed loved one clustered on a mantle, some 25,000 mementos have been
left at the Vietnam Memorial since 1982 by friends and family of soldiers who died in Vietnam.
Some are photographs, some notes with stuffed animals, some boots with American flags, others
are letters expressing pain that seems as real as the day the bad news arrived at their front door.
In the beginning these remembrances were small and few, left only by those most affected
by the war. But as the Memorial became a place of healing, they became more elaborate, often
framed or laminated, and came even from those who weren't alive during the war. And now they
are part of an exhibit at the American History Museum of the Smithsonian Institute, "Personal
Legacy: The Healing of a Nation."
Running through next summer, the exhibit includes objects left at the Memorial through
Oct. 31, 1991, when the plans for the Memorial Collection came into being. An object's story
is usually only known by the donor, and often the only facts known about them are the date they
were left and the part of the Memorial they were left by. They are symbols that invite us to
contemplate, reflect and come to our own conclusions.
The National Park Service continues to collect items left at the wall, often left on holidays
and birthdays, as well as any information about the significance of the objects. Anyone with
information about items left at the Memorial can send that information to the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Collection, National Park Service, M*A*R*S, NPS/NCR, P.O. Box 435, Glendale, Md.
Along with making a stop at the Vietnam Memorial, I recommend stopping by to
experience this moving exhibit. For more information about the exhibit and tours, call (202) 3571481.

"ARE WE THERE YET? ARE WE THERE YET?": DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFERS TRAVEL GUIDES TO HELP PLAN TRIPS. Leaving on a trip is always filled with
last-minute commotion--making reservations, leaving the dog with a friend or stopping paper
delivery--and sometimes you can't plan for everything you want to see. You finally get on the
road and, let's say, head toward the childhood home of a great American president. You arrive
only to fmd that the oue day you decided tc come it was closed, so you settle for playing
miniature golf down the street with the kids. And it isn't until much later that you find out a
spectacular national park was less than an hour away.
But three recent guides from the U.S. Department of the Interior can help you plan ahead
for the places you want to visit and discover the lesser-known stops along the highway. The
National Parks: Lesser Known Areas, The Great American Landmarks Adventure and
Welcome to Washington are now available through the Consumer Information Center.
Everyone is familar with Mount Rushmore, Yellowstone, and the Grand Canyon. But there
are a host of lesser-known national parks that are each uniquely interesting, and The National
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Parks: Lesser Known Areas can help you find them. For example, there's Devil's Postpile in
Three Rivers, California, where 60-foot high rock columns rise above the surrounding forest. Or
Antietam Battlefield in Sharpsburg, Maryland, which memorializes one of the bloodiest battles
of the Civil War and is only a day trip from Washington. Speaking of Washington, Welcome to
Washington offers you a marvelous guide to the Capital city, from the Smithsonian museums
to historic gardens to restaurants and entertainment. From reading the original Constitution at the
national Archives to riding to the top of the Washington Monument, the guide can help you get
the most of your trip here.
And what set of travel guides would be complete without one for the kids? The Great
American Landmarks Adventure is a great way to familiarize children with many of the
historic places you may go to see. Stories and drawings tell of landmarks from the Mark Twain
House in Connecticut, the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, the ancient
rock paintings of Pictograph Cave in Billings, Montana, and much more.
To order one or all of these publications, send your name, adress and the appropriate fees
to R. Woods, Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, Colorado 81009. The National Parks is
$1.50, Welcome to Washington is $1 and The Great American Landmarks Adventure is
$3.25. When you write, you'll also receive a free copy of the Consumer Information Catalog.

GASOLINE TANKS FOR SOME LAWN BOY LAWN MOWERS RECALLED. For some
of us, this summer may not include any getaway weekends, but instead means sweating it out
working on the lawn. The Consumer Product Safety Commission has recently notified me of a
voluntary recall of gasoline tanks on some 1988 and 1989 Lawn Boy models because the seams
of the gas tanks may split, presenting a fire hazard from leaking gasoline. Customers owning one
of the defective tanks can contact their local Lawn Boy service dealer to have the fuel tank
replaced at no charge. So far over 26,000 tanks have been replaced on the defective models,
whose serial numbers begin as F273-H241 and end with the digits: 4262, 7073, 7073A, 8073,
8073A, L21ZSN, L2IZPN, L21ZPNA, L21ZSNA, L20ZPR and L20PRA. Customers having
difficulty locating a dealer can contact Lawn-Boy at 1-800-526-6937.

FULBRIGHT OPPORTUNITIES. The Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program recently notified
me it is accepting appications to teach abroad as part of its 1994-1995 program. Open to
educators of all subjects and levels, the Fulbright program administers teacher exchanges between
the U.S. and 34 countries. American Fulbright scholars trade places with teachers from foreign
schools or universities, who come to America to teach. This year the Fulbright program includes
new teacher exchanges with Canada, Lithuania, Portugal and the United Kingdom.
The application deadline is October 15, 1993. All applications should be directed to the
Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program, USDA Graduate School, 600 Maryland Ave. SW, Room
235, Washington, D.C. 20024.
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